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Boys-jail assault cases tossed
Judge: No proof of crimes despite teen inmate’s injuries
By CHRIS KREPICH
Press Enterprise Writer

DANVILLE — It’s clear a 17-yearold inmate was injured as at least five
staffers tried to restrain him at a juvenile jail last year, but a judge ruled
Tuesday there wasn’t enough evidence
to prosecute two employees.
Keven D. Shaffer, 38, Watsontown,
and Michael T. Kurdinsky, 27, Frack-

RIvERa

ville, saw the charges against them —
including felony counts — dismissed
by District Judge Marv Shrawder after
three-and-a-half hours of testimony.
The ruling was met with tears, hugs,
smiles and handshakes from those attending the preliminary hearing at the
Montour County Courthouse, moved
from the District Court office due to the
number of people involved.
Shaffer and Kurdinsky had been

charged with injuring North Central
Secure Treatment Unit inmate Eddie
Rivera after Rivera threw a punch at
Kurdinsky. The punch missed.

‘Legitimate’
From the stand, Rivera recalled Shaffer driving his knee down into Rivera’s
face three times during the altercation,
causing a fracture around one of his eyes.

Please see PROOF page 6
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Woman: I Ber-vaughn pool nears finish
sold spice
for some
extra cash
Danville suspect says
she won’t rat on her
synthetic pot supplier
By JULYE wEMPLE
Press Enterprise Writer

SCOTT TWP. — Irene Welsh was driving to the Briar Creek flea market in January, talking on her cell phone, when police
lights flashed behind her.
“I thought I was in trouble for being on
my phone,” she explained as she waited for
her preliminary hearing at District Judge
Russell Lawton’s office. “I told my friend
I’d call her back, and I threw my phone
down.”
Instead, the officer asked her to step out
of the car. Confused, she did what he asked.
That’s when he cuffed her and put her in
the back of his patrol car, Welsh said.
It wasn’t until she got to the Bloomsburg
Police station that she was told she’d been
arrested for dealing synthetic marijuana,
or “spice,” last summer.
“But it was legal then,” Welsh insisted.
That’s not true, according to police.
The Danville woman will now stand trial in Columbia County Court.

‘I’m not stupid’
Welsh, 55, allegedly sold the hallucinogenic drug to an informant several times in
July — once with her adult son Trucker in
the car.
“I did it for the extra money,” Welsh
said. “It helps.”
She would typically get an ounce “fronted” to her. She’d divide it up into bags and
resell it for a total of $280, but only owe the
“big wheel” $110. That netted her a profit
of $170 each time she sold a big bag, she explained.
The woman Welsh believes “ratted” her
out sent a text after her arrest, asking if
she was OK.
“I told her, ‘Wake up. I’m not stupid,’”
Welsh recalled.
She sold to only one person in Blooms-
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woRKERS, from left, Scott Musser, Dale Musser and Les Kulczyk prep a drain on one end of the new Ber-Vaughn Park pool Monday afternoon.
The crew from Boyer Swimming Pools was getting ready for one of the last concrete pours for the $1.2 million project.

Targeting a Memorial Day opening, organizers to host job fair
By SUSaN SCHwaRtZ
Press Enterprise Writer

BERWICK — Organizers hope to open the
new swimming pool at Ber-Vaughn Park by
Memorial Day, and they’re holding a job fair
Saturday to make sure they have a staff ready
to jump in.
The Berwick Area Swimming Pool Association hopes to hire about two dozen people
for part-time jobs running the newly rebuilt
attraction, said treasurer Chip Stalega.
The jobs will pay anywhere from minimum wage — $7.25 per hour — to $10 an hour,
he said.
Positions include one head lifeguard, open
to an experienced lifeguard age 21 or older; 15
to 20 lifeguards age 16 or older; two to three
front-gate personnel age 15 or older; and four
snack bar attendants.
First-year lifeguards must pay for their

own certification, but will be reimbursed for
their expenses at season’s end, Stalega said.
The job fair will run noon to 2 p.m. Saturday at the pool at Ber-Vaughn Park.
Those who would like to work at the pool
but can’t make the job fair can email bervaughnpool@gmail.com to request an application.
During the fair, the association hopes to
announce the name of its new executive director — the hire hasn’t yet been finalized,
Stalega said.

Admission prices
The pool will be able to hold up to 534
people at a time, officials have said. Six lifeguards will be assigned to each shift, according to Stalega.
Admission will be free for children 3 and
under. Children ages 4 to 18 will be charged $6
per day, while adults ages 19 to 61 will pay $7.

Those 62 and older will be charged $5.
After 4 p.m., the prices will drop to $3 for
all ages.
Residents of municipalities contributing
to the pool get a $1 discount on all admission
prices, including after 4 p.m. Those communities are Berwick, Briar Creek Borough and
Salem Township.
For the first year, there will be no membership passes, Stalega said.

More than a backyard pool
The new pool will feature an underwater ramp leading from ground level into the
pool’s depths, like the indoor pool at the Berwick YMCA.
There will be a toddler’s play area featuring at least three floating toys for children
to play on, plus a kiddie slide and a toy that
spouts water.

Please see POOL page 6
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TODAY: Warm, sun
HIGH TEMP: 75 ˚
PRECIPITATION: 15%
TONIGHT: Partly cloudy
LOW TEMP: 51 ˚
PRECIPITATION: 15%
More, page 6

State suspends nurse’s Cops: New mom cited meds,
license over addiction health in wal-Mart theft try
Records: Benton-area man missed drug tests,
can reapply for his credentials in three years
By GaRY PaNG
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BENTON — A nurse addicted
to painkillers missed nine drug
tests required as part of a deal
with Pennsylvania’s nursing
board, state records show.
Justin P. Learn of the Benton
area didn’t submit to the tests
from February to May 2015, according to records.
And he ignored an official inquiry into his reported use of
marijuana, records say.
The state Board of Nursing
has suspended his license for at
least three years. The board recently announced its decision.

Learn became addicted in
1998, a year before he obtained
his license as a practical nurse,
according to the board.

Alienated from family
Learn made a deal with the
nursing board in January 2015.
Here’s what their agreement
says:
Learn admitted to having an
addiction since 1998 to “oxycodone, OxyContin, PCT, Vicodin and
Tramadol.”
Due to his addiction, Learn
suffered “employment problems,” “alienation of family and

Please see NURSE page 6

Danville woman apologized, said she had money, police report
By the Press Enterprise staff

BUCKHORN — A woman caught trying
to steal a cart full of groceries from WalMart said she had the money to pay, but
she’s been having health issues since giving
birth and is on medication, police said.
Mary Casey Boone, 38, was spotted by security around 10 a.m. Feb. 14.
Loss-prevention officer James Faust
watched Boone wheel her full cart into the
McDonald’s near the grocery exit, then proceed toward the doors, bypassing the registers, he said.
A complaint picks up the story from
there:
The Danville woman stood for a bit inside
the vestibule before leaving the store without paying for anything.
Faust confronted the woman outside and
asked her to follow him back into the store

office.
As Hemlock Township Police Officer Jeffrey Sutton spoke to Faust, Boone started to
explain herself.
“… She uttered that she never, never
stole before and that she is suffering from
health issues as she just recently had a baby
and is having a hard time with it,” he wrote
in court records.
Boone went on to say she is on several
medications and had no idea why she would
try to steal anything, because she has the
money to buy it. She then apologized for the
trouble she caused.
Boone had $187 of merchandise in her
cart, and $47 had to be thrown away. That
included lunch meat, almond milk, and beef
that could not be returned to the shelves.
Boone, 8 Sulfur Springs Road, was
charged with retail theft.
Police said it was her first offense.
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Regional Four-day forecast
Today

Tonight

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Almanac

Selinsgrove through 5 p.m. yest.

Temperatures

High/low .............................. 74°/42°
Normal high/low ................. 45°/25°
Record high .................. 74° in 2016
Record low ..................... 2° in 2007

U.S. Extremes
Warm with some
sun

Partly cloudy
and mild

High 75°

A shower in
spots

Low 51°

Wind: SW at 4-8 mph
15% chance of precip

70°/58°

Wind: SW at 3-6 mph
15% chance of precip

Wellsboro
69/53

Clouds and sun;
mild

65°/42°

Wind: SW at 4-8 mph
55% chance of precip

Sayre
70/53

Mansfield
70/51

Partly sunny

61°/47°

Wind: NNW at 6-12 mph
25% chance of precip

Wind: SW at 4-8 mph
25% chance of precip
Shown is
today’s weather.
Temperatures
are today’s
highs and
tonight’s lows.

Susquehanna
70/53

Towanda
70/53

Honesdale
72/53
Scranton
75/53

Williamsport
76/51

Lock Haven
75/53

Danville
75/50

Lewisburg
74/49

State College
76/52

Berwick
75/53

Sunbury
74/49

Wilkes-Barre
75/54

Lewistown
75/54
Harrisburg
77/51

Today

Tomorrow

Sunrise ...... 6:27 a.m. ..... 6:25 a.m.
Sunset ....... 6:06 p.m. ..... 6:07 p.m.
First

Full

Last

New

Mar 15

Mar 23

Mar 31

Apr 7

Lebanon
76/49

Heating Degree Days

An index of energy consumption indicating
how many degrees the average temperature fell below 65 for the day.

Yesterday .............................................. 7
Month to date (normal) ............ 199 (249)
Season to date (normal) ..... 3958 (4687)

Stroudsburg
73/52

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2016

Reading
76/52

River Stages

As of 7 a.m. yesterday

Susquehanna
Bloomsburg
Danville
Sunbury
Wilkes-Barre

Fishing Creek

24 hours through 4 p.m. yest. Trace
Month to date ......................... 0.01"
Normal month to date ............ 0.71"
Year to date ............................ 6.54"
Normal year to date ............... 6.10"

Allentown
75/51

“The weather setup across the
nation will be responsible for today
being partly cloudy, with afternoon
temperatures climbing into the mid
70s.
“Considering the normal high temperature is now only 44 degrees, today’s
high will be some 30 degrees above
normal — and that’s a lot.
“It is possible some locations will
set record-high temperatures for the day.
“While it will be warm again tomorrow, there will be more
cloudiness, and a few showers will cross the area later in the
day or at night.
“Firefighters responded to another rash of wildfires yesterday in Anthony, Limestone, Point, Scott, Muncy and Madison
townships.
“It is quite unusual for us to get no snow during March, but
since 1980, it has happened in 2010, 2000, 1995, 1985 and
1983.”
Thaddeus Quackus, PE weatherbird

Sun and Moon

Precipitation

Snowfall

Easton
74/51

Pottsville
75/50

High .................. 94° in Laredo, Texas
Low ..... -7° in Bodie State Park, Calif.

Mount Pocono
69/54

Hazleton
74/52

Bloomsburg
75/51

(For the 48 contiguous states)

Current
Stage

Flood
Stage

3.14

——

4.65
6.03
10.08
4.69

near Bloomsburg

19
20
24
22

friends” and “ill health.”
Learn incurred “expense and inconvenience of treatment.” He had been going to Marworth Treatment Center near
Scranton since October 2014.

Continued from front page
Kurdinsky, police say,
leaned Rivera forward using
all his weight, and repeatedly
lifted Rivera’s upper torso
and brought it back down
with all his weight toward Rivera’s knees.
That caused nerve damage
in the now 18-year-old’s back
and a condition called “drop
foot,” authorities report.
Rivera
said
he
was
knocked unconscious during
the incident.
He said he was treated at
Geisinger Medical Center
for an orbital fracture, nerve
damage in his back, and a
pinched nerve in his knee.
But Shrawder ruled the
restraint was “legitimate”
and police failed to prove that
crimes were committed or
that Shaffer and Kurdinsky
were to blame.
Shrawder
dismissed
counts of aggravated assault,
a felony, plus simple assault
and recklessly endangering
another person.
Shaffer was also charged
with making false statements.

‘Dragged me’

Shown are
noon positions of
weather systems and
precipitation. Temperature
bands are highs for the day.

Fronts
Cold

Precipitation

Warm Stationary Showers T-storms

-10s -0s

0s

National Cities
Anchorage
Atlanta
Atlantic City
Baltimore
Boston
Charleston, SC
Charlotte
Chicago
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Dallas
Denver
Detroit
Honolulu
Houston
Indianapolis
Kansas City
Las Vegas

Rain

Flurries

Snow

Ice

10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s
Today

Thu.

35/26/pc
76/58/pc
68/53/s
77/55/s
68/54/pc
78/58/s
78/55/s
64/46/sh
69/59/c
68/55/c
71/56/r
55/29/s
64/53/r
77/66/c
73/62/t
67/55/r
68/46/c
74/53/pc

37/28/s
76/63/pc
70/57/pc
79/63/pc
60/45/sh
79/62/pc
79/60/pc
51/38/sh
72/57/c
65/41/r
64/55/r
62/37/s
64/40/r
77/69/pc
75/60/t
67/48/r
64/44/pc
79/55/pc

Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Los Angeles
Miami
Milwaukee
Minneapolis
Nashville
New Orleans
New York City
Oklahoma City
Orlando
Philadelphia
Phoenix
Pittsburgh
St. Louis
Salt Lake City
San Francisco
Seattle
Tampa
Wash., DC

Today

Thu.

74/54/pc
80/73/pc
58/40/c
50/37/c
77/63/pc
80/69/c
74/58/pc
69/50/t
83/62/pc
78/56/s
81/55/s
75/56/pc
66/54/r
56/40/c
65/57/r
53/45/r
83/66/s
75/59/s

75/55/pc
82/72/pc
47/35/c
53/36/pc
78/65/c
78/64/r
75/58/pc
63/46/c
85/64/s
78/61/pc
86/58/s
74/53/c
64/51/r
67/45/pc
65/57/r
55/38/sh
85/66/s
80/63/pc

Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice

Nurse Medico will need OK from treatment provider to regain license
Continued from front page

Proof

fessional and Occupational Affairs accused Learn of violating the agreement:
He didn’t take drug tests. Moreover,
in April 2015, “PHMP received a report
that (Learn) had admitted to using marijuana.”
The PHMP sent two letters to Learn.
It demanded information on his “reported relapse” and failure to take drug
tests.
Learn did not respond.

June 2015.
It ordered him to surrender licensing
documents such as his “wall certificate”
and “wallet card.”

Three-year wait

Rivera admitted he started
the incident Sept. 7 while he
and Kurdinsky were arguing
about recreation time.
Rivera said his sneakers
were torn so he threw them
over the fence and they got
caught on the razor wire on
top of it.
When
Kurdinsky
approached, Rivera said he became nervous and scared and
threw a punch.
That’s when Kurdinsky
and two other staffers pushed
him against a wall and tried
to restrain him.
Others came to assist, and
Rivera ended up face down on
the floor.
That’s where he said Shaffer, whom he could identify
only by a tattoo on his leg,
kneed him three times in the
face, knocking him unconscious.
Rivera said he was placed
into a seated position where
Kurdinsky pushed Rivera’s
chest toward his knees, and
Shaffer pushed his head forward.
Staffers, he said, were
laughing as he screamed. He
was eventually taken back to
his room.
“But I couldn’t walk,
so they dragged me in my
room,” the teen recalled.
Rivera said he spent three
weeks in a wheelchair and
was eating mostly soft food
and on bed rest.
He said he was able to start
lifting weights and exercising
lightly again by the end of October.
Before the incident, he said
he was squatting 600 pounds
and bench-pressing 325.

Rivera and the restraint appeared to be by the book.
Montour County District
Attorney Angela Mattis, who
inherited the case, pointed
out the witnesses did not see
the entire incident.
She relied on the investigating trooper to recount a
video of the incident instead
of showing the video, saying the video wasn’t needed
at the preliminary hearing
level.
She also said police obtained medical records to
prove Rivera was injured, and
he testified that he couldn’t
walk afterward.
Attorney Greg Moro, representing Shaffer, referenced
the video several times.
At one point, he implored:
“Let’s see the tape.”
He could have shown the
video himself. But Moro said
after the hearing that it’s not
high quality and it’s difficult
to see exactly what was happening.
“I think justice was served
today,” said the defense lawyer.
Moro hopes the charges
are not refiled and his client
can return to work at some
point.

Welcome back
Attorney Pat O’Connell,
representing Kurdinsky, said
his client has been off work
for four months and has a
family to provide for.
He said Kurdinsky is a valued employee who is welcome
back at North Central.
North Central employee
Joseph Carpentier said he
responded to the incident
the same time as Shaffer and
didn’t see Shaffer knee Rivera.
Carpentier, though, did say
he left briefly several times to
look in on other residents.
O’Connell said there was
no evidence of serious bodily
injury, and no one saying Kurdinsky did anything wrong.
With all those people present, surely someone would
have stepped in to stop Kurdinsky if he had crossed the
line, O’Connell said.

20 minutes
Tpr. David Turnbow said
the video showed Kurdinsky
pulling Rivera up and then
forcing him down while holding Rivera in a double arm
bar.
Rivera did not seem to be
resisting at that point, and the
active restraint lasted 11 to 12
minutes while the entire incident took about 20 minutes,
the trooper said.
The video showed Shaffer
made three distinct movements toward Rivera’s head,
Turnbow added.
Shaffer said he had no contact with Rivera, the trooper
noted, but it appeared that he
did.
Turnbow added that Rivera was charged for throwing
the punch.
But because he was 17 at
the time, that charge was
withdrawn and filed in juvenile court.

Learn cannot apply for reinstatement
until June 2018.
Probation, then relapse
Then, he “must prove at a formal
hearing” that he can practice safely as
Learn couldn’t work as a nurse “with
a nurse.
reasonable skill and safety to patients,”
He must submit papers from a stateaccording to the nursing board.
Must surrender documents approved treatment provider, saying
It suspended his license indefinitely.
The nursing board revoked Learn’s he’s fit for the profession.
However, that suspension was “immedi‘Justice served’
He must pass random drug and alcoately stayed” in favor of probation for at probation in a June 2015 preliminary
Shaffer
and Kurdinsky
order.
hol
tests.
He
must
also
provide
a
crimileast three years.
didn’t testify in their own deDanville reporter Chris
“Respondent shall immediately cease nal background check.
Learn was allowed to practice nursKrepich may be reached at 570Learn, 7 Volanski Road, did not re- fense.
ing with “written permission” from the practicing the profession,” it stated.
But several witnesses said 275-2104 or chris.krepich@prLearn could have contested the deci- spond to a letter seeking comment.
state’s Professional Health Monitoring
they didn’t see Shaffer knee essenterprise.net.
sion, but he didn’t.
Program.
So the board issued a final order in
Gary Pang can be reached at 570-387He also had to submit to random drug
September 2015. It imposed a three-year 1234 ext. 1343 and at gary.pang@pressentests.
In May 2015, the state Bureau of Pro- suspension on Learn, retroactive to terprise.net.
don’t make a right.”
Welsh is worried about going to jail. She knows she’s
facing felony charges, and becoming an informant for the
Continued from front page
police might get her a better
deal in court.
WASHINGTON (AP) —
amounts of private property burg, so it wasn’t hard to figStill, she does not want to
ure
out
who
the
informant
Donald Trump promises to
as well as land owned by at
give up any names.
build a great wall along the
least one Indian tribe whose was, she added. What makes
“In my eyes, I have to suck
2,000-mile U.S.-Mexican borterritory straddles the border it worse is the woman was her it up,” said Welsh. “I did it.”
friend, she said.
der and make Mexico pay
in southern Arizona.
Welsh, 337 Lower Mulber“She’d come down to my
for it, but it will be a difficult
Then, there are the conserry St., faces felony charges
pledge to fulfill.
vation issues. Environmental house and we’d play cards, of possession with intent to
Can he do it?
groups have sued over parts we’d play dice.”
deliver and criminal use of a
When police asked Welsh
of the existing fence.
Sure, a wall can be built,
communication facility, plus
who
she
sells
to,
and
who
but it’s not nearly as simple
a misdemeanor possession
Lowball estimate
she gets it from, she kept her
as Trump says it will be.
count.
mouth
shut,
she
added.
Then there’s the cost.
Constructing the wall,
Julye Wemple can be
“(Officer Brad) Sharrow
Numerous fact-checking
now a signature applause line
organizations have taken is- gave me some names, but reached at julye.wemple@
at Trump campaign rallies,
sue with Trump’s estimate I didn’t say ‘Yes’ or ‘No,’” pressenterprise.net, or at 570is a complicated endeavor,
Associated Press that the wall would be built Welsh said. “Two wrongs 387-1234, ext. 1323.
fraught with difficulties. Numerous bureaucratic, diplo- A MAN mows his property along the border fence in Brownsville, for $10 billion to $12 billion.
matic, environmental, mon- Texas. The staggered fence or “wall,” costing $6.5 million per mile, And, they have rejected his
etary and logistical hurdles runs about 100 miles of Texas’ 1,254-mile border with Mexico.
contention that the wall could
swimming lessons, water aermust be overcome.
be funded by reducing the
obics and Zumba, along with
And forcing the Mexican on foot and vehicle barriers, a joint U.S.-Mexican agency U.S. trade deficit with Mexico.
the opportunity to rent the faFigures
released
by
the
Army
government to foot the bill which are shorter steel posts that administers the treaty.
cility for parties and picnics.
Corps
of
Engineers
and
the
won’t be easy, especially since filled with cement and plantTrump has said his wall
The association is already
its president has flat-out re- ed in the ground.
Continued from front page
will not need to run the full Congressional Research Serworking with several day care
vice
indicate
that
the
total
fused.
Just getting that built was 2,100-mile length of the borDuring President George a challenge and a new, taller der, but even excluding those cost of the current 650-mile
Underwater seating will centers to arrange for them
W. Bush’s second term, Con- wall like the one Trump wants portions blocked by geo- fence has been $7 billion. And be along the sides of the pool to bring their children to the
gress authorized $1.2 billion would almost certainly face as graphic features, there are that doesn’t include mainte- beneath umbrellas so parents pool.
“People are really going to
nance and upkeep.
to build several hundred miles much, if not more, opposition. serious issues.
can comfortably sit and watch
use it,” said Stalega.
Trump has insisted that their children.
of double-layer fencing but
First, a 1970 boundary
In some places, treaty
The $1.2 million project
the government faced myriad treaty governs structures obligations and river flood Mexico will pay for the wall,
Swimmers will find a comobstacles. Private landown- along the Rio Grande and zones would require the wall perhaps through fees on pletely renovated bath house, will open with about $600,000
ers objecting to buyout offers. Colorado River at the Mexi- be built well into the United money that immigrants send with handicapped-accessible debt, he noted.
There were environmental can border. It requires that States, which would be awk- home to their families, tariffs doors and windows, a new
concerns and lawsuits.
structures cannot disrupt the ward if the Mexican govern- or other means. Fees would be concession stand, a family
Susan Schwartz covers
Some 650 miles of border flow of the rivers, which flow ment is paying for it and over- wildly unpopular and tariffs changing room and separate the Berwick area. She can be
fencing now sits on the bor- across Texas and 24 miles in seeing the project. In addition would likely run afoul of the locker rooms for men and reached at 570-752-3646 and
der, including roughly 15-foot Arizona and define the U.S.- to creating a no man’s land be- North American Free Trade women.
susan.schwartz@pressenterThe work is about 60 per- prise.net, or followed on Twittall steel fencing in many ur- Mexican border, according tween the wall and the actual Agreement. The cost of such
ban areas that is designed to to The International Bound- border, one government or the tariffs would also ultimately cent finished, Stalega said.
ter at https://twitter.com/
The new pool will offer PESueSchwartz.
stop or slow border crossers ary and Water Commission, other would have to buy large be borne by U.S. consumers.

Great wall of Trump faces great hurdles
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